AO Spine Lumbar Primary
SPINE Infection Classification System

Type A Lumbar

AO Extraspinal infection A‘l Infection with osteomyelitis and/or discitis without canal involvement

Az Infection with or without osteodiscitis with canal involvement without AS Infection with or without osteodiscitis with canal involvement with
neural compression neural compression

Algorithm for morphologic classification

. . . > Yes Neural element compression —> A3, B3, C3 —> Significant boney destruction —> A3+, B3+, C3+
Location of infection YES

START —> Lumbar=A, Thoracic =B —>  ~aANAL INVOLVEMENT

Cervical = C
—  No Neural element compression —>  A2,B2,C2 —> Significant boney destruction —> A2+, B2+, C2+
—> Osteomyelitis/Discitis —>  Al, B1, C1 —> Significant boney destruction —>  Al+, Bl+, Cl+ MOdlflerS
NO | "
CANAL INVOLVEMENT Extra spinal Infection
—>  without osteomyelitis/ —> AQ, BO, CO Inability to mobilize due to intractable
Discitis pain with possible instability
Medical complications that affect
treatment
m Suspicion of atypical infections
Classification Nomenclature Morphology of Infection Neurology
Lumbar osteomyelitis discitis without canal involvement but significant boney destruction. Thoracic epidural abscess with spinal cord Neurological
The patient is neurologically intact, but unable to mobilize due to pain compression and an incomplete spinal cord injury ]lcpafifjlr%? extra spinal (similar to an A O m U ———
Lumbar: A = - Thoracic:B Infection with osteomyelitis and/or “ Transient neurologic deficit
discitis without canal involvement
with canal involvement and neural e iolvement without neural | ———
boney destruction: + ion: m noornpiets spifa’ cord Injury or
y SOl 3 Infection with or without osteodiscitis any degree of cauda equina injury
with canal involvement with neural C et inal cord in
Primary injury A1+, NO, M1 Neurologic status and modifiers B3, N3 compression ompiete spinal cord Initry
| ) 4 | ) has boney destruction Unknown
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